
1The 45th Battalion 1916 - 1960

THE 45TH 
BATTALION 
1916 - 1960

THE 45TH 
BATTALION 
1916 - 1960



acknowledgements
The 45th Battalion 1916 - 1960

Published by Hurstville Library Museum & Gallery
© Georges River Council 2016
 
Written by Katherine Grant for Georges River Council.
Editors: David Clarke, Birgit Heilmann, Bethany MacRae.
Designer: Reanne Potter.
 
Acknowledgements: 
Hurstville Library Museum & Gallery would like to thank the  
45th Infantry Battalion Association for their ongoing assistance 
with this project, and the Australian War Memorial for 
maintaining an invaluable photographic collection of Australian 
military history, and their assistance in the provision of images 
for this publication.
 
All reasonable efforts were made to identify copyright owners 
and obtain permission to use copyrighted material reproduced in 
this publication. The publisher welcomes additional information 
with regard to copyright where applicable.

Cover image and page 7: Members of the 45th Battalion in the advanced 
trenches at Garter Point in the Ypres sector. AWME00842.



3The 45th Battalion 1916 - 1960

contents
Timeline of the 45th Battalion 1916-1960 ...................4
The 45th Battalion ...........................................................6
World War I .......................................................................8

Recruitment, 1915 .............................................................. 9
1917 ....................................................................................... 16
1918  ...................................................................................... 20

The Interwar Years ...........................................................24
1919-1921 .............................................................................. 24
Military training .................................................................. 25
Drill halls .............................................................................. 30
Trooping the Colour, 1934 ...............................................32
Awards, sports and social events ................................... 36
Preparing for war, 1938-1939........................................... 38

World War II ......................................................................40
1939-1940 ............................................................................ 40
1940-1941 ............................................................................. 41
Battle of Cronulla, 1942 .................................................... 42
1942-1944 ............................................................................ 46

Post War .............................................................................50
Training ................................................................................ 53
Coronation of Queen Elizabeth II, 1953 ........................ 56
Taffy ...................................................................................... 58
End of national service and disbandment ...................60
Notable members ............................................................. 61
Preserving the memory ...................................................62

Selected bibliography .....................................................64
End notes ...........................................................................65

 

Cover image and page 7: Members of the 45th Battalion in the advanced 
trenches at Garter Point in the Ypres sector. AWME00842.



4 The 45th Battalion 1916 - 1960

1914    
August  Britain declares war on Germany
September  Raising of the 13th Infantry Battalion            
1916    
March  Raising of the 45th Infantry Battalion. Lieutenant Colonel 
Sydney Herring appointed commanding officer (CO)
June  45th departs Egypt for France
July  45th enters the front line at Fleurbaix          
1917    
June  Battle of Messines    
1918    
March/April  German attacks on Dernancourt
August  Battle of Amiens 
November  Armistice, 11 November
1919    
May  45th disbanded, 2 May
1921    
April/May  Lieutenant Colonel Ernest Herrod named CO. 45th  
re-raised as part of the Citizen Forces
1927    
April  The Chronicle of the 45th Battalion first published
1929    
November  Abolition of the Universal Training Scheme
1931    
September  45th presented with 2nd division efficiency trophy

tImelIne  oF tHe  
45tH  BattalIon 
1916 - 1960
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October  First bivouac held at Arncliffe
1934
June  45th performs the Trooping of the King’s Colour for the 
birthday of King George V

1939    
September  Australia declares war on Germany      
      

1941    
December  Japan enters the war

1942    
February  The Battle of Cronulla
August  45th amalgamated with the 1st Battalion to form the 1/45th 
Infantry Battalion

1945    
May  Germany surrenders
August  Japan surrenders

1948    
April  Lieutenant Colonel Paul Cullen appointed                      
May  CO/45th Battalion re-raised

1951    
March  Compulsory call-ups for military training introduced under 
the National Service Act 1951

1953    
June  Coronation of Queen Elizabeth II

1959    
November  National Service call-ups terminated

1960    
June  5th Battalion disbanded and colours laid up at St Paul’s Church, 
Kogarah

tImelIne  oF tHe  
45tH  BattalIon 
1916 - 1960
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Colour patch: 45th.  
RELAWM 13307.110.

tHe 45tH  BattalIon

When the 45th Battalion was 
first raised in Egypt in 1916 the 
majority of its members were 
from New South Wales, but 
the unit was not affiliated with 
a single region. It was not until 
the 45th was raised again after 
World War I that it became 

officially linked with St George. However, by the time it 
adopted the title ‘45th Battalion (The St George Regiment)’ 
in 1927, the Battalion was a fixture of the region. The 45th 
first distinguished itself on the battlefields of France and 
Belgium, winning battle honours at Poziéres, Bullecourt, 
Passchendaele, Messines, and Amiens, among others. In 
the interwar years, the 45th became known as the ‘crack 
regiment’ of its division, winning the 2nd Division Efficiency 
Trophy three years in a row, as well as the Mrs H Gordon 
Bennett Cup for Ceremonial and the Vickers Machine Gun 
Cup.  When war arrived again in 1939, the 45th was called 
upon to defend the coast of New South Wales. Upon its 
re-formation in 1948, the unit’s new recruits preserved 
the 45th’s record by winning the 1953-1954 Heath Trophy, 
which was awarded to the most efficient Citizen Military 
Forces (CMF) unit. 
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“We have a cricket team, we have a football 
team, we have a tennis team, and most of 
all - we’re always talking about war - we 
have a war team. It’s a wonderful team, 
it has never let the district down…If you 
look at their record…they’ve been the top 
CMF and AMF unit…they’re wonderful…
and they deserve recognition.”
   - Lyall Booth, 4 May 2015.
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world  war   I
Recruitment, 1915

In the latter half of 1915, the number of Australian men 
enlisting to fight burgeoned and, between June and 
October, the numbers in military training camps across 
the country grew from 16,424 to 73,963. As part of the 
recruitment drive, many towns established recruiting 
committees. The committee in Gilgandra, NSW, initiated 
what would become the first of several recruitment 
marches across the state in late 1915 and early 1916. The 
march, led by William Hitchen, set out from Gilgandra 
on 10 October 1915 with 30 men and arrived in Sydney 
a month later, having travelled 320 miles and acquired 
another 263 men along the way. This march became 
known as the Coo-ee March, with subsequent marches 
adopting names such as Wallabies, Kurrajongs, and the 
Central West Boomerangs. The Coo-ee March was the 
most successful both in terms of the numbers collected 
along the route, and total recruits. The marches did not 
make a significant contribution to the recruitment drive, 
accounting for fewer than 2,000 enlistments. However, 
Coo-ee March participants, including William Hitchen, 
were among the early members of the 45th Battalion. 
Hitchen left Australia on 14 April 1916 to join the 45th, but 
he would never reach the battlefields: he became ill and 
died in England on 3 September that same year.   
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The Coo-ee March stops at Geurie, October 1915.  
AWM H18781.

1916

The 45th Battalion was raised in Egypt on 2 March 1916 
as part of the doubling of the Australian Imperial Force 
(AIF). The increasing number of new recruits necessitated 
a large-scale reorganisation of the AIF, and the 1st 
Division and 4th Infantry Brigade (along with each of their 
composite units) were divided and strengthened with 
new recruits from Australia. 
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The new 45th (12th Brigade, 4th Australian Division) was 
comprised of experienced soldiers who had fought with 
the 13th Battalion at Gallipoli, along with men fresh from 
Australia. While Brigadier General Sydney Herring (then 
Lieutenant Colonel), the unit’s first commanding officer 
(CO), observed that ‘esprit de corps was very strong…from 
the word go,’1 some veterans of the 13th were apprehensive 
about the changes. One such soldier, Sergeant Arthur Slee 
of Rookwood, NSW, wrote home in dismay: ‘It upsets the 
feelings of a number of us, especially the old hands…to think 
that we helped to make the name of the 13th famous and 
then be put in another battalion, and others put into our 
place.’2  However, these ‘old hands’ would prove invaluable 
when the 45th arrived in France. 

After several months spent training and manning defences 
against Turkish troops in the Sinai Desert, the 45th boarded 
the H.T. Kinfauns Castle and sailed for Marseilles on 2 June 
1916. From Marseilles, the unit travelled north by troop 
train to Bailleul, a journey that left a lasting impression 
on many soldiers. The pleasures of travelling through the 
French countryside in early summer, along with the friendly 
welcome they received, made a pleasant contrast to the 
extreme heat of the Sinai Desert. The troops were equally 
impressed by the sight of French women ploughing the 
fields, unloading trucks, and cleaning engines. Slee wrote 
home again, this time to laud the women of France, and he 
was one of many who did:
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The Battalion joined the front line on 4 July 1916 at 
Fleurbaix. For many men, this was their first exposure to 
trench warfare, and contending with gas alarms, trench 
mortar bombs and rats, in addition to enemy artillery, 
was an overwhelming experience for the new soldiers. 
In comparison to what was in store the Battalion’s time 
at Fleurbaix was fairly quiet, and it was not until a month 
later that the 45th joined its first major battle at Poziéres.  

“The scenery all the way from Marseilles 
was something grand - not one bleak or 
barren spot to be seen. I think it was one 
of the best things the military authorities 
could have done to bring us straight from 
the desert across to Marseilles, and then 
overland to the north of France. Why, when 
one sees what the women are doing, and 
what the country is like, it puts more go in a 
man than he ever thought he was capable 
of - in fact, rouses him to do or die. ”

- Arthur Slee.  
Cumberland Argus and Fruit Growers’ Advocate, 

19 August 1916.
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Poziéres, a small village atop a ridge in the Somme valley, 
offered visibility of the surrounding countryside that 
provided a strategic advantage to whomever held it. The 
Australian 1st Division attacked Poziéres on 23 July, and was 
able to capture most of the village that first day. However, 
it was not until 4 August that the 2nd Division captured the 
German trenches. The 45th Battalion entered the front line 
on 5 August, and repelled several German counter attacks, 
as well as assisting in a successful attack on Munster Alley 
(a communication trench), during which the unit took 30 
German prisoners. However, the battle also took its toll on 
the 45th, with 32 men killed and 70 injured. 

Major Duncan Chapman was a Queensland soldier 
who many believe was the first Australian ashore at 
Gallipoli. Chapman left Australia on 24 September 1914 
as part of the 9th Infantry Battalion. The Battalion landed 
at Gallipoli seven months later and, as the covering force 
for the ANZAC landing, it was the first ashore. The 9th 
remained at Gallipoli until the evacuation in December 
1915. With the doubling of the AIF, Chapman was briefly 
assigned to the 49th Battalion before being promoted to 
major and joining the 45th as commander of D Company. 
He led D Company until the Battle of Poziéres, where he 
was killed on 6 August 1916. In The Chronicle of the 45th 
Battalion AIF, Major J E Lee details how ‘both during the 
relief [of the 17th, 18th and 20th Battalions] and afterwards 



“To me was given the extreme honour of 
being actually the first man to put foot 
ashore on this peninsula, to lead a portion 
of the men up the hill in that now historic 
charge. What a living hell it was too, and 
how I managed to go through it from 4 
o’clock in the morning of Sunday, the 25th 
April, to Wednesday, the 28th, under fire 
the whole time, without being hit, is a 
mystery to me ”

- Duncan Chapman. 
Maryborough Chronicles Wide Bay and Burnett 

Advertiser, 17 August 1915.

Duncan Chapman with officers of the 9th Battalion aboard 
the HMAT Omrah, October 1914. AWM C02496
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the enemy kept up a heavy strafe and…Major Chapman, 
a popular and able officer…[was] killed just after [he] had 
taken over.’3  For the Anzac Day centenary on 25 April 
2015, a statue of Chapman was unveiled in Maryborough, 
QLD. However, while Chapman identified himself as the 
first Australian ashore at Gallipoli (as have historians 
including Charles Bean), the title is not uncontested. The 
descendants of Sergeant Joseph Stratford, also of the 9th 
Battalion, have argued that statements from other soldiers 
place Stratford as the first man ashore. As Stratford died 
on the day of the landing, he was never able to give a 
first-hand account as Chapman did, and a decisive ruling 
has not been made in favour of either man. 
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The main street of Poziéres following the battle, August 1916.
AWM A05776.

“We got hell when we were going into the 
trenches…The whole outfit seems just like a 
nearby thunderstorm…Things are serious, 
and a man is lucky to escape. You don’t 
know what it is like. It is simply hell, I can’t 
explain it to you or else I would. If a man 
returned home again and told the people the 
things he had seen and done they wouldn’t 
believe him. It has opened my eyes. In fact, 
I could not believe my own eyes, but grim 
facts remain. This is an experience for me, 
and for anybody who gets back home to tell 
the tale.”

 – Private Les Anlezark.
Leader, 20 October 1916.
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The 45th spent the following months in Belgium, before 
returning to France in November. The coming months 
were extremely difficult, and the 1916-1917 winter was the 
worst in France for 50 years. For the troops, this meant 
rain, frost, snow, and a ‘sea of mud,’ and many men 
suffered trench foot as a result. A welcome supply of gifts 
from the Comforts Fund made Christmas Day 1916 slightly 
less grim, but it was strange for the men to think of their 
families at home ‘walk[ing] about in summer silks, and 
feel[ing] too warm’ while they were ‘wearing heavy winter 
clothes, muffled up in a heavy coat and still shivering’.4

1917

The Battalion’s next major battle was in April 1917 at 
Bullecourt. The battle was an utter failure: hasty planning 
and poor communication meant the infantry was 
inadequately supported by artillery and tanks. The toll 
on the 4th Division was extremely heavy: there were over 
3,300 casualties, and 1,170 men taken prisoner (the largest 
number of men captured during any one engagement 
over the entire course of the war).  As the 45th was initially 
placed in reserve and subsequently entered the front line 
not at Bullecourt itself, but at the nearby village of Noreuil, 
its casualties were comparatively low. Nonetheless, the 
Battalion was grateful to be relieved and it spent the next 
month training at Bresle. 
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By contrast, the Battle of Messines was a decided victory for 
the Allies. Unlike the Battle of Bullecourt, it was meticulously 
planned, and preparations included constructing large 
models of the targeted area for soldiers to examine. The 
first act was to pack explosives into tunnels underneath 
the German front line. Their detonation decimated the 
German troops, killing around 10,000 men instantly. The 
severe losses shattered German morale and the Allies 
used this advantage to push forward and take Messines.  

The 45th’s role in the battle was to capture two lines of 
trenches, known as Owl support and Owl trench. While 
the unit succeeded in its objective, a series of mishaps 
led to two of the companies being barraged by their own 
artillery. Over the four days it was based at Messines, 
the 45th lost 100 men, 352 were injured, and a further 
50 were declared missing.  While the battle ended in an 
Allied victory, the 45th was nonetheless demoralised by 
heavy losses and even ‘the news of relief awaken[ed] 
no enthusiasm and very little hope. [They were] past 
caring…and [they found] it hard to realise that [they were] 
somehow to be saved when so many [had] fallen.’5  

For the next three months, the Battalion moved between 
Belgium and France before it was summoned to assist with 
the Passchendaele offensive in September 1917. Through 
September and October, the 45th participated in a series of 
battles around Passchendaele, including at Polygon Wood 
and the Broodseinde Ridge. 



With rain almost every day in October, the troops faced 
exceptionally difficult circumstances and, although the 
Australians made several crucial advances, they were 
exhausted and it was the Canadians who finally took 
Passchendaele village in November. Meanwhile, on 22 
October the 45th returned to France, eager for a long 
rest. While the 45th did not enter the front line again until 
January 1918, it spent all of December in anticipation of 
a call to the front. Christmas celebrations were decidedly 
lacklustre in comparison with the previous year as ‘owing 
to the uncertainty of the battalion’s movements no special 
preparations could be made’.6 

The Battalion spent most of January 1918 in Belgium, and 
while it was in the front line for some of this time, it also 
finally held a Christmas dinner and concert. After this, and 
following a month of training and sports at Méteren, the 
mood among the men lifted considerably. 

Private John Hines enlisted at age 42 and was 
assigned to the 45th Battalion. Hines became famous 
for ‘souveniring’ (looting) and in the Battle of Polygon 
Wood his haul included 4,000 francs, whiskey, jewellery, and 
one million marks. Although he faced numerous charges 
of drunkenness (among other things), he was also known 
to never ‘leave a wounded man behind’. He repeatedly 
set off on his own, under heavy fire to rescue casualties’.7 
After the war, Hines struggled to make a living and on 
his death in 1958 he was buried in an infantry unmarked 
grave at Rookwood. However, in 2014 the 45th Battalion 
Association raised funds to place a plaque at his gravesite. 



John ‘Barney’ Hines, the ‘Souvenir King’: 
Battle of Polygon Wood, 1917. 
AMW E00822.
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1918

On 21 March 1918, German forces launched a long-
anticipated attack on the British and French armies 
stationed between Arras and St Quentin, and the 45th 
was soon called to their aid. Between 27 March and  
6 April, the 45th helped to impede numerous German 
attacks. During this time, the Australian forces were 
greatly outnumbered – the 12th and 13th Brigades were 
defending Dernancourt against three divisions of the 
German Army. However, the AIF was able to prevent 
the German forces from taking crucial high ground west 
of Dernancourt, which was a considerable achievement 
under the circumstances. 

In May, the 47th Battalion (the Queensland unit) was 
disbanded, as it had suffered heavy losses and there were 
insufficient reinforcements to strengthen it. The men 
selected which 12th Brigade unit they were transferred into 
and 75 per cent (over 150 men) joined the 45th. However, 
these changes were not without detractors. One man of 
the former 47th, Lieutenant Gordon O’Neill, wrote home 
bemoaning the fact that ‘the glory of the Queensland 
boys…will now be credited to N.S.W.’8  For the next two 
months, the 45th had a number of breaks for training and 
rest, as well as spending time in the front line at various 
locations on the Somme. One task the 45th enjoyed 
during this period was hosting American soldiers, who 
were just beginning to arrive in France in large numbers, 
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and whose officers were attached to Australian, French, 
and British units for instruction. 

The 45th’s next major engagement was the Battle of 
Amiens in August 1918, which later became known as ‘the 
black day of the German Army.’9 The battle was a decisive 
victory for the Allies and, in the course of the battle, they 
liberated 116 towns and villages, and captured 29,144 
prisoners and 338 guns. The battle involved French, 
Canadian, British, and Australian forces, but was led by the 
Australians and Canadians, with the aim of taking ground 
held by the Germans to the east of Amiens. The Allies 
made swift progress towards the town of Harbonnières, 
and by the afternoon of the first day had advanced  
12 kilometres, an unprecedented achievement. The 45th 
was involved in the second phase of this operation, and 
captured 400 prisoners and a large amount of German 
artillery. 

Following a two week break from the front line, on  
18 September the 45th entered what was to be its 
final battle of World War I as part of an attack on the 
Hindenburg outpost line. The Battalion successfully 
captured the line at Le Verguier, and three days later 
it was removed to a rest area south-west of Amiens. It 
was here that the 45th heard news of the Armistice on 
11 November 1918.  



45th Battalion troops during their last major battle: Le Verguier, 
September 1918. AWM E03260. 

In The Chronicle of the 45th Battalion, A.I.F Lee wrote that 
when the Armistice was declared, the men were ‘like one, 
who, awakened from a hideous nightmare, [could] scarcely 
believe that it [was] all over and he [was] still alive.’10 The 
complex demobilisation and repatriation process began 
in December, yet it was not until 2 May 1919 that the final 
draft of the 45th left Belgium for England, and from there 
to Australia. While eager to return home, the men of the 
45th made a great impression on the Belgian village of 
Hastiere-Lavaux where they stayed for two months after 
Armistice Day. Upon their departure, the burgomaster 
(mayor) wrote a heartfelt letter that exemplifies the 
esteem in which the 45th was held:



“I beg you to accept the liveliest feelings of 
sympathy from the population, which will 
always keep a good memory of the 45th 
Bn…We admire the Australians for their 
generous patriotism which voluntarily 
brought them to our battlefields…and 
send them our deepest gratitude for the 
active part they took in our deliverance…
We wanted our village to be hospitably 
agreeable, so that after those anxious 
years you might enjoy a happy and quiet 
life…To all we wish a happy return to their 
far-away country.” 
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tHe  Interwar  Years
1919-1921

In 1919, the AIF was demobilising, and all that remained 
was a small permanent force of professional soldiers. Over 
the following two years, the issue of how to structure and 
train the future Australian army was fervently debated. 
Ultimately, the Government allocated £3.2 million to the 
armed forces, significantly less than the £8.25 million the 
Council of Defence deemed necessary to ensure adequate 
security in the event of war. The Military Board declared 
the funding allocation inadequate for several reasons, 
primarily because it would allow for only minimal training, 
and secondly because it would permit no improvements 
to the ‘almost defenceless state of the coastal batteries’ 
(something that would be significant to the 45th upon the 
advent of war with Japan in 1941).  As soldiers could not be 
compelled to fight overseas without amending the Defence 
Act 1903, some lamented that the new army would have ‘no 
ability to intervene in operations outside [Australia], and 
was barely capable of operations within its own territory.’11 
Conversely, those opposed to conscription protested the 
continuation of the Universal Training Scheme, which had 
been in place since 1911, and made military training and 
service within Australia compulsory in peacetime. 

Nonetheless, the new organisational system for the army 
was adopted in May 1921. At this time, the Citizen Forces 
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numbered 127,000 and the permanent forces 35,000.  
The structure of the Citizen Forces was based roughly 
on that of the AIF and, as an inducement to ex-AIF men 
to re-enlist, the ‘territorial identity’ of the old battalions 
was retained. This meant that the location of each new 
unit was the district from which most members of its 
corresponding World War I unit originated.  As part of this 
process the 45th was re-raised as the battalion for the St 
George area. The 45th was fortunate in its first post-war 
CO; Lieutenant Colonel Ernest Herrod, born in Redfern in 
1885, fought with the 2nd and 7th Battalions during World 
War I, and distinguished himself first at Gallipoli, and later 
in France and Belgium. During the war, he received the 
Distinguished Service Order and the Serbian Order of the 
White Eagle. Herrod remained with the 45th for five years, 
during which time it held its first annual ball, won the  
Mrs H Gordon Bennett Cup for Ceremonial for the first 
time, and attended the unveiling of the Hurstville Soldiers’ 
Memorial.  In 1926, Major J R Scott took command of 
the 45th. 

Military training

The 45th attended its first training camp at Liverpool 
in October 1922. In 1919, the Swinburne Committee 
recommended a training programme comprising 21 
weeks over four years, and occasional day training 
thereafter. In practice, this was reduced first to eight days 
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of camp training and four days of home training for 1921, 
and the following year to a six-day camp and four days of 
home training annually. Even this training was not provided 
for everyone: in 1922-1923 it was only possible to provide 
training for those from the 1903 and 1904 quotas (men who 
were 18 and 19 in 1922). Over the following years, there was 
some in-camp training, but the 45th was primarily active 
through bivouacs, military competitions, and sporting 
events. To compensate for the lack of training available, 
the army suggested that units form regimental rifle clubs 
in order to practice their marksmanship, and the 45th was 
one of the units to do so.  

Reports from the 1922 training camp suggest that it was 
successful. Following the first round of training at the 
Liverpool camp, the Sydney Morning Herald reported 
that the two generals who inspected the troops were 
‘very satisfied with the progress being made by the 
trainees and of the work accomplished by them during 
the short period they have been in camp.’ Likewise, at the 
45th Battalion’s first annual dinner in April 1923, Brigadier 
General Henry Gordon Bennett commented that ‘in camp 
the Citizen Forces did excellent work, the men came out 
more interested in their work than when they entered.’12 

In 1929, one of the first actions taken by the newly elected 
Labor government under James Scullin was to abolish 
the Universal Training Scheme and, subsequently, military 
training camps. 
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In addition, following the Wall Street crash and the onset 
of the Great Depression, the Government determined 
to make savings from the military vote. The Citizen 
Forces’ numbers had declined steadily in the preceding 
years and, once service became voluntary, enrolment 
would not exceed 35,000 until 1936.  These changes 
also affected the cadet program. Under the Universal 
Training Scheme, boys between 12 and 14 were required 
to enrol in the junior cadets (though the junior cadets 
were abolished earlier, in 1922), and boys of 14 to 18 
had to enrol in the senior cadets. After 1929, regimental 
detachments were created, which affiliated cadets to a 
particular militia unit. The 45th had its own regimental 
detachment for boys aged 16 to 18, as well as bugle 
corps for boys aged 10 to 14. 

In the wake of these changes, the 45th held its first military 
bivouac in October 1931. These bivouacs were held each 
year for three to four days, instead of camps (until 1938 
when training camps were revived in the face of war 
and the subsequent growth of the army). The Sydney 
Morning Herald reported that there was ‘much interest’ in 
the bivouac. A great advocate of the 45th, the St George 
Call also took a tour of the bivouac, and described it in 
glowing terms: 
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“ As we arrive at the gate we are challenged by 
the sentry, who is alertly patrolling his beat and 
on perceiving that we are friends he allows us 
to pass. We are then met by the Orderly Officer 
[who] kindly offer[s] to conduct us around the 
lines… The troops are out on the parade ground 
on the right busily engaged with subjects from the 
interesting syllabus on which the training of the 
bivouac is based…On every side are squads under 
instruction by the officers and NCOs, some doing 
bayonet training, others Lewis guns, others rifle 
exercises, while the transport section are busy in 

Bivouac at Arncliffe, 1934.  
Courtesy of the 45th Infantry Battalion Association.
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their manoeuvres and the signallers are receiving 
information on the field telephone based on 
information received by the scout and intelligence 
section…Just then a bugle call rings out blown 
by the bugle corps - who are all boys 10-14 years 
of age…and the orderly asks to be excused…we 
thank him and take our very reluctant leave of 
this truly model bivouac. As we walk down the 
road we feel proud of this regiment of ours for it 
upholds the best traditions of the district now in 
times of peace as it did in the stress of war. “

- St George Call, 9 October 1931.



Drill halls

Arncliffe drill hall
The Arncliffe drill hall was established at Burrows Street 
in c. 1915, and became the 45th Battalion’s headquarters 
when it was re-raised in 1921. The 45th was headquartered 
at Arncliffe for most of its existence, with the exception of 
a brief period during World War II when the headquarters 
were moved to Loftus. In February 1950, five sub-machine 
guns and a Bren gun were stolen from the drill hall, and 
an extensive police search ensued. However, all the guns 
were recovered within a fortnight. 

Kogarah drill hall
The Kogarah drill hall was established at Montgomery 
Street in 1906, and was used by the 45th Battalion 
between 1916 and 1960. The drill hall was demolished 
in the late 1960s, and replaced with a post office. Like 
the Arncliffe drill hall, the Kogarah hall was the scene of 
a crime. In 1915, a fire was started at the drill hall, and 
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Arncliffe drill hall.
Courtesy of the 45th Infantry Battalion Association.

several hundred rounds of ammunition, along with official 
records, were destroyed. However, firemen were able to 
save the building itself. 

Hurstville drill hall
The Hurstville drill hall was established at Dora Street in c. 
1916, and was used by the 45th Battalion until 1960. In the 
1920s and early 1930s, recruitment, meetings, and other 
events were mainly held at Kogarah and Arncliffe. However, 
by the late 1930s there are more reports of recruitment and 
other activities being conducted at Dora Street (possibly 
due to alterations that doubled its size between 1929 
and 1932). In 1932, newspapers reported on an ‘unusual 
prosecution,’ resulting from an incident at the hall. A 
miner, Ronald Gorman, was charged with attempting to 
‘seduce [soldiers] from their duty and allegiance,’13 after he 
approached a group of 50 men at the Hurstville hall and 
handed them pamphlets produced by the League Against 
Imperialism. 



Trooping the Colour, 1934

In June 1934, the 45th had the honour of being selected 
to troop the King’s Colour for King George V’s birthday, 
the first time a militia battalion in Australia performed the 
ceremony. In January 1934, the Morning Bulletin reported 
that the 45th had already been preparing for the event for 
several months, and that rigorous training would continue 
until the day of the ceremony on 3 June. It also noted that 
the Battalion had ‘proved itself worthy of this honour, as 
for three years [it had] won the efficiency trophy for the 
Second Division.’14  

The ceremony itself can only be performed on certain 
occasions and has a history dating back several hundred 
years. It originated with the 17th century practice of parading 
the King’s Colour (the emblem of the sovereign) past the 
troops to the officers’ lodgings so that all soldiers knew 
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where the ‘rallying point’ was. Since 1748, the ceremony 
has also been performed on the sovereign’s birthday.  

The 45th Battalion paraded in front of 25,000 
people and, by all accounts, performed admirably.  
Colonel A C Fewtrell, the brigadier commanding the 
9th Infantry Brigade complimented the 45th ‘on the 
splendid manner in which the ceremony was carried 
out…the performance could not be beaten even by a 
Commonwealth unit. It was a wonderful piece of work, and 
it showed that the battalion had reached a high standard 
of training.’15 Fewtrell was less impressed, however, with 
the spectators, who were apparently not as well versed in 
the ceremonial protocols as the 45th. He expressed some 
outrage at the number of attendees who failed to raise 
their hats to the King’s Colour: ‘The Colour is the emblem 
of his Majesty, and it should be paid the highest respect.’16

Trooping the Colour. 
Courtesy of the 45th Infantry Battalion. 
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Brigadier General Henry Gordon Bennett was born 
in Melbourne in 1887, and fought at Gallipoli with 
the 6th Battalion. In 1916, he became the youngest ever 
general in the Australian Army when he was appointed 
temporary brigadier general in command of the  
3rd Infantry Brigade. After World War I, he moved to Sydney 
and was granted command of the 9th Brigade, 2nd Division 
(the 45th Battalion’s division). He commanded the Brigade 
between 1921 and 1926, at which point he was promoted 
to commander of the 2nd Division. While in command 
of the 2nd Division, he was promoted to major general. 
Bennett became a controversial figure in the interwar years 
when he wrote a series of newspaper articles criticising the 
defence system. He lamented that ‘I am ashamed of my 
Australian citizenship when I look at [the army].17 It is of 
microscopic proportions…it is poorly equipped.’  The articles 
caused a furore, and the Commonwealth Military Board 
forbade Bennett from writing any further articles criticising 
Australian defence. Bennett gained further notoriety during 
World War II when, after the Allies surrendered to Japan 
in Singapore, he handed over command of his division 
and escaped, while his troops became prisoners of war. 
While some supported his actions, a post-war inquiry into 
his conduct found that he had been unjustified in leaving 
Singapore. He was discharged from the army in 1944, 
and after the war he became an orchardist.  In addition 
to leading the 45th’s brigade and then division, Bennett 
also became the unit’s honorary colonel in 1937, a role he 
resumed after World War II. 



Henry Gordon Bennett.
AWM 003616.
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Awards, sports & social events

The inter-war years were a difficult time to belong to 
the Citizen Forces, because ‘militia units found it hard 
to attract and keep recruits, turnover was high, rates 
of pay poor, training opportunities few and modern 
equipment increasingly scarce.’18  However, the 45th had 
a surfeit of support in the local press, which continually 
trumpeted its successes. In addition to being selected 
to troop the King’s Colour in 1934, the 45th won the  
2nd Division Efficiency Trophy from 1931-1933, and was 
the only unit to earn this honour three times. Presented 
by the Divisional Commander, this trophy conferred 
upon the winner the title of ‘champion regiment’ for the 
year and, consequently, was much coveted. Winning 
battalions had been assessed on their performances at 
the training camps or bivouacs, as well as ‘the amount 
of preparation done by the unit during the year.’19  The 
45th won numerous other awards in the interwar years, 
including the Murdoch Challenge Cup (four times) and the 
Mrs H Gordon Bennett Cup for Ceremonial (three times).  

In addition, the 45th had sports teams in regular 
competitions, including cricket, tennis, boxing, as well as 
a life-saving team. Another important aspect of life in 
the Battalion during this time was the social side. In the 
early 1930s the unit began holding weekly dances at the 
Kogarah drill hall in order to ‘exploit the social side of the 
Regiment as was done under the old voluntary system, 
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and Officers, NCOs and men [were] invited to bring along 
their friends and have a cheerful night’s enjoyment.’20 The 
Battalion participated in a variety of other activities. For 
example, it held a military tattoo in November 1931 and, 
following the success of that event, sponsored a Christmas 
event with entertainment, a Christmas tree, and presents 
for all members’ children.  

The 45th also attended a number of important occasions, 
including the dedication of the ANZAC Memorial, which 
the Duke of Gloucester opened on 24 November 1934. 
As well as participating in the procession, members 
of the 45th were among the 50 men selected to 
provide a guard of honour for the Duke, including  
Captain W L O Mallard, who was one of the three officers 
of the guard. Another momentous occasion in which 
the unit was involved was the Sydney Harbour Bridge 
opening on 19 March 1932. The 45th’s band played at the 
opening, and other members of the unit ‘defended’ Fort 
Denison against a mock attack by naval forces and seven  
Royal Australian Air Force planes. 
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Preparing for war, 1938-1939

In the years leading up to World War II, the Government 
began to fortify Australia’s coastal defences. In anticipation 
of war with Japan, it was deemed essential that ‘the 
army safeguard…in particular the corridor from Port 
Kembla to Newcastle…whose loss would ensure defeat.’21  
The southern section of this area was within the 45th’s 
territory. In 1938 it was decided that units should train 
in the area they would defend in the event of an attack. 
Consequently, the 45th’s 1938 and 1939 training camps 
were held at Woonona, and involved beach defence 
training. With war looming, the 45th made every effort to 
recruit more members. In February 1939, it participated 
in a military parade through central Sydney, appealing 
to men to enlist. While these recruiting drives were 
successful, on 5 September 1939, two days after Australia 
declared war on Germany, the 45th still needed 100 more 
men to reach full strength. 

‘Military troops repel imaginary attack on South Coast’, Sydney 
Morning Herald, 1 March 1939. (Members of the 45th Battalion rest 
after successfully deterring an ‘enemy’ attack during training on 
the South Coast).
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“On February 27 the infantry will dig 
trenches, erect wire, and dig machine-
gun and mortar positions, in preparation 
for a hostile landing, and at dawn on the 
Tuesday the vessels of the yacht squadron 
will represent enemy landing craft, giving 
the defending troops an opportunity of 
manning defences [and] testing their powers 
of observation…During part of the exercise 
the presence of gas will be assumed, and 
troops will work in respirators. The latest 
measures of concealment and camouflage 
will be practised.”

- Sydney Morning Herald, 16 February 1939. 
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world war  II
1939-1940

Once Australia declared war on Germany on 3 September 
1939, following the outbreak of war in Europe, the 
then sitting government made the decision to raise a 
second army. Because troops could not be conscripted 
for overseas service under existing legislation, it was 
necessary to maintain the Citizen Forces for home 
defence, while also recruiting volunteers for a second AIF 
to fight overseas. In late August, the Defence Committee 
met and made several recommendations for the defence 
of Australia, among them that the Citizen Forces be called 
up to defend coastal forts. Shortly after war was declared, 
militia troops were called up (10,000 at a time) to guard 
coastal areas for 16-day stretches. The 45th’s role was to 
defend an area that stretched roughly from Botany Bay 
to Stanwell Park. 

While the 45th had participated in two camps focused 
on coastal defence, the number of new recruits 
and the outbreak of war made further training vital.  
On 15 September 1939 it was announced that the entire 
militia would be called up for one month’s continuous 
training. During November more than 20,000 soldiers 
(14,000 of them from the militia) were in training camps 
across New South Wales, and yet more training began 
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in May, with members of the 45th entering three-month 
camps at Liverpool.  Because there was a continuous 
stream of men leaving the militia to join the AIF, it was 
necessary to likewise continue recruiting for and training 
the Citizen Forces. Despite this training, a number of 
government and military personnel were unconvinced 
that the militia was prepared for attacks on its own shores, 
noting in mid-1940 that ‘we would not relish having to 
defend ourselves against even a minor attack from Japan 
in less than a year from now.’22

1940-1941

The Citizen Forces’ struggle to maintain its numbers 
continued throughout 1940 and 1941: while the 
Government stated its intent to preserve the militia’s 
strength, the Citizen Forces were actively recruited into 
the AIF within six months of the outbreak of war. While 
the establishment of the Citizen Forces was increased to 
75,000 in June 1940, around two thirds of this number 
was undergoing training at any one time. Over the first 
two years of war, the militia continued to carry out regular 
exercises repelling faux invasions, often in concert with the 
Royal Australian Air Force (RAAF).  Yet, despite awareness 
that defending Australia’s coast was a crucial task, many 
in the militia felt that they were undervalued, particularly 
in comparison with the AIF. Responding to this, one major 
general commented, ‘How foolish and how short-sighted 



are [those] who refer contemptuously to the personnel of 
our splendid home service units. Do these people ever 
stop to think that if we are raided or invaded, some of 
those soldiers they ridiculed will die on our beaches?’23  

In addition to these difficulties, the militia faced an ongoing 
shortage of equipment. For example, an inventory in 1941 
found that the number of anti-tank and anti-aircraft guns 
was at about 50 per cent of that required, while ammunition, 
grenades, and military transport were also well below 
necessary levels.  These inadequacies would eventually 
prompt the 45th’s involvement in the ‘Battle of Cronulla’.

Battle of Cronulla, 1942

In February 1942, the 45th was involved in what later 
became known as the ‘Battle of Cronulla’. Captain William 
Wentworth, who was then the Intelligence Officer for the 
31st Brigade (to which the 45th had been transferred that 
same month), requested permission to stage a small raid, 
involving six to eight men, with the intention of showing the 
defence authorities how vulnerable the stretch of coast the 
45th guarded was.  Wentworth was certain that Australia’s 
coastal defences were inadequate, and had published a 
book on the subject in 1939, titled Demand for defence.  
Wentworth believed that the Japanese could ‘land 30 men 
from a submarine and because Cronulla is a peninsula they 
could cut off…and disorganise the whole of that area.’24  



With this in mind, he organised the raid but instead of using 
the approved half a dozen men, he used around 100.

The exercise began when Wentworth landed with a group 
of armed men at Wanda. Most of the troops managed to 
evade the defences on the beach, though a small number 
were picked up. A number of the men then proceeded 
to hold up the Miranda to Sutherland bus, which had just 
finished its last run, and directed the driver to transport 
them to the headquarters at Loftus, while another group 
went to Hungry Point to cut off members of B Company 
who were on guard there, while simultaneously C Company 
isolated the telephone exchange. After arriving at Loftus, 
Dr Will Stanner, who had been asked along on the raid 
as a friend of Wentworth’s, remembers being instructed 
to light some sticks of gelignite, and the resulting noise 
brought the men at headquarters running; Wentworth 
told the colonel who emerged in his pyjamas, ‘you’re my 
prisoner,’25 and the headquarters were ‘captured’. 

Meanwhile, another group went with Bren gun carriers 
to cut off the area at Bald Hill, and thus cut off the entire 
South Coast. In addition to blocking off access to and 
from the South Coast, Tom Ugly’s Bridge was blocked to 
inhibit ‘interference’ from north of the Georges River, and 
the trains were stopped by placing a strand of copper 
wire on the rail lines. Rather recklessly, one of the raiding 
party was also instructed to throw sticks of gelignite 
near the ammunition dump to indicate that it had been 



44 The 45th Battalion 1916 - 1960

destroyed. Reflecting on the ‘battle’, Mort Edson noted 
that ‘it was very lucky the ammunition dump didn’t 
explode, setting the National Park alight.’26 Amidst the 
kerfuffle, an officer also shot one of his men in the foot. 

Wentworth subsequently faced court martial charges for 
recklessly endangering human life, conduct not to the 
standard expected of an officer, and damage to public 
and private property. While the charges were ultimately 
dropped, Lyall Booth, who was closely involved in the 

Unidentified soldiers on the New South Wales coast.
AWM009847.



raid, noted that the success of the ‘invaders’ caused 
much discomfort: ‘the commanding officer wasn’t too 
pleased, no one was too pleased because it showed the 
whole system up…and no one likes being shown up.’27 

Consequently, details of the raid did not come to light 
until the 1960s.  While practice raids in which the ‘enemy’ 
was successfully repelled were widely publicised, in this 
instance the militia’s failure to halt the raid became a 
closely-guarded secret.
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1942-1944

Following Japan’s entry into the war in December 1941, the 
45th’s coastal defence duties became even more crucial. 
Between mid-May and early July, Japanese submarines 
carried out a series of attacks on the eastern coast of 
Australia. Fourteen merchant ships and a shipping trawler 
were attacked; seven were sunk, and a total 62 people 
on board the ships were killed. In addition, between 
31 May and 1 June, three midget submarines entered 
Sydney Harbour and attacked warships stationed there. 
The HMAS Kuttabul was torpedoed and sunk, killing 19 
Australian and two British men on board.  

As a result of ongoing submarine attacks, the 45th was 
very busy during this period, and it carried out an array 
of patrols and exercises. On 5 June, B Company was 
ordered to search for lifeboats and survivors from a ship 
attacked off the coast (but found no survivors), while 
other groups were sent to patrol the Botany Bay area.  
On 11 June the 45th sighted a submarine off Port Kembla, 
and later that day was advised this submarine was being 
attacked by the RAAF. While on patrol during August, 
the 45th sighted several more submarines, but no major 
incidents were reported. 

The army expanded rapidly in early 1942, but later in the 
year it became clear that it was not possible to maintain the 
existing number of units. Consequently, some battalions 
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were merged or disbanded.  The 45th was one of these, 
and in September 1942 it was linked with the 1st Battalion 
to become the 1/45th Battalion. At this time, the 45th’s 
carrier platoon was transferred to the 1st Battalion, but 
the majority of its members were transferred to the 103rd 
Anti-Aircraft Regiment, which later served in Papua New 
Guinea.  In 1944, the 1/45th was also disbanded. 
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Lyall Booth (1922 - 2016) at his home in Beverly Hills, 2015. 
Hurstville Library Museum & Gallery Collection.
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Born in Marrickville in 1922, Lyall 
Booth lived in the St George area 
from the age of five. In October 
1941 he was called up and posted 
to the intelligence unit of the 45th 
Battalion. Later in the war, Booth 
spent time in Papua New Guinea, 
including working with the US Navy 
at Finschhafen. While at Finschhafen, 
Booth worked arranging rescue crews 
to assist members of the Air Warning 
Wireless Company (AWWC) who 
found themselves in trouble. After 
the war Booth worked in the printing 
industry, including at the Sydney 
Morning Herald, and subsequently 
taught at Sydney Technical College.

“When it was all over I was glad I 
went to war. Many times I wished 
I was somewhere else, but it was 
a great education to me…my only 
wish is that young people don’t 
have to go through what we did.” 
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Post-war

When World War II ended in 1945, Australia immediately 
began demobilising, and by mid-1946 the forces were 
at 20 per cent of wartime numbers. In the wake of war, 
and with significantly fewer men enrolled in the army, 
‘the general populace turned its attention away from 
war-related endeavours.’27 However, defence staff began 
planning the organisation of the post-war army. In June 
1947, Cabinet approved the ‘1947 Five Year Plan’, which 
formed the basis of the army’s establishment over the 
coming years. The army was to consist of a permanent 
force numbering 19,000, and Citizen Military Forces (CMF) 
numbering 50,000. At this stage, both forces were to be 
equipped with volunteers only. For the CMF, training 
would comprise a 14-day camp, and 24 days of home 
training (of which only 12 days was compulsory).

One of the difficulties CMF commanders faced during this 
time was confirming the order of battle; there had been 61 
battalions mobilised during World War II, and there were 
to be only 21 under the new arrangements. Consequently, 
the commanders grappled with the question of ‘how the 
traditions and sensitivities of all these units [were] to be 
maintained without a tangled mess of amalgamations 
and…affiliations.’28 They decided to retain the titles of 
battalions to be re-raised, along with their geographical 
affiliations. Thus, in 1948 the 45th was re-raised in the  
St George area as a machine gun regiment (although in 
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1951 it reverted to an infantry battalion). The first CO of the 
newly formed 45th was Major General (then Lieutenant 
Colonel) Paul Cullen, who had participated in the counter-
offensive against the Japanese along the Kokoda Track 
with the 2/1st Battalion in Papua New Guinea during 
World War II. 

In the first two years of the CMF’s post-war existence, 
the army was unable to reach its target establishment of 
50,000, with only around 23,000 enrolled. In 1950, in light 
of the onset of the Cold War, a new defence program was 
introduced, and the Government relaunched a National 
service scheme. Under the new scheme, which came into 
effect in March 1951, all Australian men could be called 
up at 18 (with certain exceptions). Those called up were 
required to serve for a total of 176 days, which comprised 
98 days continuous training, followed by 14 days of camp 
training and 12 days of home training annually over the 
following three years. In the first year of the scheme 
34,500 men were called up. 

A recruitment poster for  
the CMF, c. 1946-1950.
AWM ARTV10236.
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Geoffrey Cox in Papua New Guinea, 1945.
AWM 096054.
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Brigadier Geoffrey Cox, was the second CO of the 
45th after World War II. Cox had been Cullen’s second 
in command, and he was promoted when Cullen left at 
the end of 1948. Cox was born in Bondi in 1914, and first 
joined the Citizen Forces in 1936. He served first as an 
artilleryman in the 16th Heavy Battery and, not long after 
war was declared in 1939, joined the AIF. Upon entering 
the AIF he fought with a number of units, including the 
2/4th Battalion in Papua New Guinea, of which he was 
CO. While in New Guinea he also won the Distinguished 
service order. During his time commanding the 45th 
Battalion, Cox led the unit on a number of marches, to 
its first major training camp at Singleton in 1950, and was 
also appointed an Aide-de-Camp to King George VI in 
June 1951. In 1952 he was promoted to CO of the 8th 
Brigade, before being elected to the NSW Legislative 
Assembly in 1957.

Training

The 45th entered its first large-scale training camp at 
Singleton in February 1950. National service had yet 
to be reintroduced, so attendees were all volunteers. 
Reports noted that most men at the camp had been 
with the CMF since its post-war inception, and 30 per 
cent had served in World War II. The two week training 
programme included ‘infantry assault exercises, pioneer 
courses, simple engineering…tactical demonstrations 
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of flamethrowers and other weapons…and a two-day 
bivouac in the field.’29  The camp was a success, and 
one reporter observed that ‘this camp is one of the best 
equipped, both in organisation and material I have ever 
seen, and I would go so far as to say the men in it are 
the happiest lot of chaps I have ever seen in the Army.’30 

With the first intake of national servicemen the following 
year, the 45th would continue to hold its annual 14-day 
training camp at Singleton. Dayton McCarthy notes that 
training over this time was somewhat confused, as the 
policy direction was unclear as to whether troops should 
be trained for potential engagement in the Middle East or 
South East Asia.  Consequently, training swung between 
‘conventional open country manoeuvres…and low level 
jungle warfare.’31 One of the perceived advantages of 
the Singleton camp was its proximity to Pokolbin State 
Forest and, in the latter half of the 1950s, the camps 
included around five days of ‘jungle training’, during 
which time the troops would be required to ‘navigate 
trackless country…filling in [the] blanks on the maps.’32  

Similar training was also held at Mount Royal, which was 
likewise considered ideal for ‘jungle training’, because ‘it 
had the natural discomforts of the high jungle (moisture, 
cold, leeches).’33 

The 45th had an interesting training experience working 
with a newly designed gunfire sound effects generator, 
‘Guzeek’ in 1954. The generator was constructed by 
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engineers at the 2UE radio station over six months, 
and could produce a range of gunfire sounds. The 
National Park Trust had advised the unit it could not use 
ammunition (even blanks) in Royal National Park during 
a planned exercise, because of concerns this could 
start a fire. Consequently, in October the 45th staged 
an operation in the park where the ‘enemy force’ was 
Guzeek. The machine produced gunfire noises that 
were broadcast from several loudspeakers placed 
at locations to indicate the imagined enemy. As the 
45th advanced from Audley to Garie Beach, and then 
on to Waterfall Railway Station, the noise from the 
loudspeakers ‘retreated.’  

Near the end of the 45th’s last full year as a unit, one 
of its training exercises was marred by an unfortunate 
accident in the field. In November 1959, the Battalion 
was conducting a ‘live’ practice shoot on the firing 
range at Holsworthy, when a mortar bomb exploded 
in front of the 800 troops lined up on the range. Nine 
men were injured, and three had to be hospitalised 
with shrapnel wounds to their legs. The 45th was lucky 
in having very few recorded accidents on home soil. 
Another accident that gained media attention was an 
incident at the Ingleburn camp in March 1942 when a 
member of the 45th, Captain Leonard Langston, was 
killed when the Bren gun carrier he was in rolled down 
an embankment.  Fortunately, in the case of the 1959 
accident, no members of the 45th were killed.
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The 45th Battalion at the Singleton Camp, mid 1950s.
Courtesy of the 45th Infantry Battalion Association.

Coronation of Queen Elizabeth II, 1953

Queen Elizabeth II was crowned in Westminster Abbey 
at a coronation ceremony on 2 June 1953. Three million 
people gathered in London’s streets to watch the Queen’s 
journey to and from the Abbey, and the BBC broadcast 
the ceremony to millions across the Commonwealth on 
radio and television.  Throughout May and June there 
was a series of ceremonies and parades across the 
Commonwealth to celebrate the occasion and the 45th 
participated in a number of these events. For example, 
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the 45th launched the Army’s program of celebrations on 
29 May 1953 with a procession and display of equipment 
at the Sutherland Shire mardi gras. In New South Wales 
alone an estimated 40,000 troops took part in ‘coronation 
parades, processions, equipment displays, pageants, 
fireworks displays and mock battles.’34 Sutherland Shire 
Council organised a fancy dress football match, and 
wood-chopping events, while Rockdale Council organised 
a carnival and ball. Hurstville and Arncliffe also held balls 
and carnivals. 

In addition to the celebrations in New South Wales, 
one member of the Battalion, Sergeant Robert Berry, 
had the honour of being selected as a member of the 
Australian coronation contingent. The contingent left 
Sydney on the HMAS Sydney on 24 March 1953, and 
arrived home again on 15 August. While away, Berry 
took the opportunity to travel to Cardiff to meet the 
Welch Regiment, with which the 45th formed an alliance 
in 1934.  In addition to marching in the coronation 
procession, the contingent participated in a range of 
activities, including mounting a guard of honour at 
Buckingham Palace, and attending racing, theatre 
shows, and Australia/England cricket games.
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Taffy

Taffy was the 45th Battalion’s mascot, and he was the 
responsibility of the unit’s band.  Taffy joined the Battalion 
in 1950, and accompanied the men on parade, decked 
out in a scarlet coat with tassels and bearing the unit’s 
colour patch.  He marched with the Battalion during the 
Royal Procession for Queen Elizabeth II’s visit to Australia 
in February 1954, and reportedly caught the Queen’s eye.  
The 45th made sure Taffy was ‘immaculately turned out’ 
for the occasion, ‘washing him all over [and] dipping him 
in blue.’35 It was fairly common for battalions to adopt 
mascots, but the 45th adopted a goat mascot because 
of its connection with the Welch Regiment: it was custom 
among Welsh regiments to ‘be preceded on parade by 
a goat [a Cambrian symbol] with gilded and ornamental 
horns,’36 and these mascots were all named Taffy.  Not 
long after the Queen’s visit, however, Taffy met his end 
gorging on watermelon skins. After Taffy died, the unit 
did not acquire a new mascot.

“One night on bivouac Taffy… broke free from his 
tether and went for a wander. He poked his head 
into the tent of sleeping recruits who were awakened 
by the stench, and panic ensued as they scrambled 
to escape. This caused Taffy to panic…and he ran 
into other tents where the bedlam increased until 
the handler arrived and removed Taffy.”

- The Dragon, November 2010
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Taffy and Drum Major Jack Wilson, 1951. 
Courtesy of the 45th Infantry Battalion 
Association.
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End of national service and disbandment

In November 1959, Cabinet approved the cancellation 
of the National Service Scheme, making CMF enrolment 
voluntary. Its establishment was subsequently reduced 
from around 50,000 (30,000 National Servicemen and 
20,000 volunteers), to 30,000 volunteers. This change was 
accompanied by a reorganisation of the army, with the 
stated aim of ‘improv[ing] the capability of the regular 
forces and allow[ing] greater and speedier utilisation of 
the citizen forces.’37 The reorganisation involved creating 
‘battle groups’ organised along state lines, and the 
disbanding of many battalions. 

These changes were extremely unpopular within the 
CMF because many districts lost battalions that had been 
attached to the area for decades. Major General Sharp 
commented that areas with long-established battalions 
‘had become accustomed to their battalion being there. 
They felt it severely and I think it was a…damaging blow.’38 
St George was one of the affected districts. The 45th 
Battalion had been a presence in the area for over 40 
years but, following the reorganisation, the district no 
longer had its own battalion. The 45th was disbanded 
and replaced by ‘A Company: St George Company’ and 
‘Support Company: St George Company’ in the 3rd 
Battalion of the Royal New South Wales Regiment. On 
10 June 1960, the 45th laid up its regimental colours at  
St Paul’s Church, Kogarah.
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Notable members 

A number of 45th Battalion members later rose to 
prominent roles both within the military and in other fields. 
These include Sydney Herring, the unit’s first CO who, after 
leaving the 45th to serve with the 13th Infantry Brigade, 
was appointed brigadier general in 1918; Arthur Allen, who 
was appointed captain and assigned to the 45th Battalion 
in 1916, and later rose to the rank of major general in World 
War II; and Paul Cullen, the 45th’s first post-war CO who 
was promoted to major general in 1961, and who was also 
recognised for his services outside the military when he 
received the United Nations Nansen Award for services 
to refugees.  Other notable members of the Battalion 
include Charles Ulm and Warrant Officer Class One Wally 
Thompson. Ulm joined the AIF when he was 16, but after 
he was wounded at Gallipoli his parents asked that he be 
discharged from the army as a minor. When he re-joined 
the war in early 1917, he was assigned to the 45th, and 
he served with the unit until he was injured in mid-1918. 
After the war, Ulm gained fame for his partnership with 
Sir Charles Kingsford Smith, with whom he completed 
the first trans-Pacific flight between the United States 
and Australia, and founded Australian National Airways.  
Thompson joined the CMF in 1950, and when he was 
conscripted under the National Service Scheme in 1951 he 
served with the 45th. In 1954 he enlisted with the Australian 
Regular Army, where he served with a number of units, 
including three tours of Vietnam, and in 1983 he became 
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the first Regimental Sergeant Major of the Australian Army. 
The role was established to represent soldiers’ views and 
concerns to the Chief of Army, and Thompson served in 
the role until 1987 when he retired. After retirement, he 
maintained membership in several battalion associations, 
including the 45th’s.  Several members of the 45th pursued 
politics after leaving the Battalion, including Geoffrey Cox 
(the Battalion’s CO between 1948 and 1952), who became 
the Liberal member for Vaucluse in 1957, and Fred Nile, 
who joined the unit’s Regimental Cadets in 1948, and is 
now the leader of the Christian Democratic Party and the 
Assistant President of the NSW Legislative Council.  

Preserving the memory

In 2000, the 45th Infantry Battalion Association was 
formed to preserve the memory of the Battalion. The 
group attends ceremonies such as Anzac Day and Reserve 
Forces Day each year to represent the old Battalion. The 
Association has also been involved in a number of other 
memorial activities, such as arranging a commemorative 
plaque to the 45th at Mortdale in November 2009, and 
another plaque to the 45th at the Australian War Memorial 
in February 2012.  The Penshurst War Memorial also 
recognises the service of the St George Regiment, with 
the sword of St George engraved on the central granite 
altar. Members of the Battalion Association attended the 
unveiling of this memorial on 11 November 2011. As well 
as modern monuments recognising the 45th’s service, a 
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collection of commemorative silverware and trophies that 
the unit won between 1916 and 1960 is still held by the 
4/3rd Battalion at its Sutherland depot. 
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